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the Canton. This was originally a contrivance
of the ultra-Catholic party, and was intended to
neutralise the opinions of the Catholic Liberals, by
bringing to bear on them the average opinion of the
whole Cantonal population. A year after Mr. Grote
had published his " Seven Letters/7 the French Re-
volution of 1848 occurred, and, three years later, the
violent overthrow of the democratic institutions
established by the French National Assembly was
consecrated by the very method of voting which he
had condemned, under the name of the Plebiscite.
The arguments of the French Liberal party against
the Plebiscite, during the twenty years of stern
despotism which it entailed upon France, have always
appeared to me to be arguments in reality against the
very principle of democracy. After the misfortunes
of 1870, the Bonapartes and the Plebiscite were alike
involved in the deepest unpopularity ; but it seems
impossible to doubt that G-ambetta, by his agitation
for the scrutin de liste, was attempting to recover as
much as he could of the plebiscitary system of voting.
Meantime, it has become, in various shapes, one of
the most characteristic of Swiss institutions. One
article of the Federal Constitution provides that, if
fifty thousand Swiss citizens, entitled to vote, demand
the revision of the Constitution, the question whether
the Constitution be revised shall be put to the vote of
the people of Switzerland, " aye " or " no.;% Another